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REFLECTIONS FROM THE CLASS OF 2016

very special tradition at Wilson, every graduating 
sixth grade student speaks at the graduation 
ceremony. Here are a few highlights from this 

year’s graduates as they reflected on their time at Wilson.

Ben
“I didn’t realize it right then, but I had gained two valuable 
traits that would help me throughout my life. Independence 
and self confidence in showing what I thought.”

Ethan
I still remember that fateful day back in May 2010, when 
I said a tearful goodbye to my buddy, but those values of 
patience and kindness that he had modeled for me would 
live on.

 Gared
“The staff and students at Wilson have left a mark on me by 
showing me that family is more than just living together and 
being related to each other.”

Hallie
“The Wilson community supported me, and that made me 
feel more confident. Now I know that others need support 
when they make mistakes, so they can improve.”  

Jack
“The Wilson community provides opportunities to take 
risks and gain self-confidence by participating in various 
activities. The teachers do such a good job at helping you to 
become more supportive of other people.” 
 

Josie
“Each student in this school is like a flower, cared for by the 
staff, until it is time for them to bloom. Although I don’t want 
to leave this home away from home, I know, that the time 
has come for me to bloom.”

Kai
“I have developed leadership skills and the ability to be kind 
and caring. Thank you to my teachers and peers for all that 
you have given me.” 

Kamran
“My teachers haven’t just taught me math, science, social 
studies, but they taught me to believe in myself and my 
abilities. Coming to Wilson was probably one the best 
things that ever happened to me.” 

Kate
“Deep inside, I have a little light of courage telling me that I 
have faced harder problems and that I can do anything, and 
that included performing in front of others. For all that, I will 
always be grateful to the students and teachers of Wilson.”  

Katie
“I will hold everyone at Wilson in a special place in my 
heart. I will never forget you, and I will never forget 
everything that you all have done for me.”

Lily
“The feeling my teachers and friends gave me about myself 
makes me feel confident. I want to shine with my creativity 
and show to the world what I can do. And they helped me 
do that.”

Matt
“My Wilson experience has left me unafraid to reach out 
and try new things. I can now do things with confidence and 
a satisfaction of knowing that whatever I do and wherever I 
go, I will be supported and loved.” 

Mia
“Thank you, Wilson family, for uncovering my hidden 
confidence.”

A
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Michael
“Thank you Wilson friends for helping me form deep 
connections with my friends here. At my new school, I will 
be able to make friends much easier because of the impact 
of my friends and my teachers at Wilson.”

Miles
“My teachers and peers have left their mark on me by 
letting me grow into my own skin.  People here at Wilson 
encourage students and give them time to accomplish 
something or give strategies to get over a fear.” 

Reid
“I know that developing friendships with a diverse 
community is one of the goals that the staff at Wilson has 
helped me achieve and that this will continue to be a skill I 
can use as I move forward in life.”

Sarah
“The Wilson community has always encouraged us to find 
ways to make friends, which is something I will take with me 
as I move onto a new beginning.”

Sebastian
“I believe in myself, which is my greatest strength.  It is what 
lets me do well on my classwork, and it makes me who I 
am. Belief in myself, and belief in the fact that things can 
always improve will let me do amazing things.” 

Sophia
“Never give up, persevere and always do your best. This 
quality can be used for everything from a math problem to 
a soccer game. This time at Wilson has been an amazing 
experience and I never intend to forget it.”

Sophie
“The staff members of Wilson help students in many 
different ways, and they have definitely helped me with 
public speaking.”

Zoe
“Strong- Yes! Blooming and blossoming- Yes! Personal 
growth- Yes! The staff, along with my fellow students, at 
Wilson have taught me to grow just like a tree.”

Another honored tradition of the graduation ceremony is to 
hear from a Wilson alum graduating high school and the 
sixth grade teaching team. 

Jaci Bansch, Wilson Class of 2009, and now graduate of 
MICDS, gave an eloquent  speech. “I have to give a lot of 
credit to Wilson,” she said. “Each year at Wilson taught me 
valuable life lessons that have impacted who I am today 
and contributed to my success, not just as a student, but as 
a person.”

Even while graduating from high school and looking forward 
to entering Butler University, Jaci fondly reflected on her 
time at Wilson. “The memories and lessons I learned have 
not faded and will continue with me forever.”

Jaci’s Advice to the Class of 2016
Always be yourself because 

there is no one better.

If someone asks you what high 
school you went to, tell them,  
but also let them know that  
the mark you have, and will 
make on the world, is in part  

due to The Wilson School.

ADVICE FROM A 
WILSON ALUMNA
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Wilson Class of 2016 
“Makes Their Mark A Good One”

aying goodbye to our graduating sixth grade 
students is never easy and this class was no 
exception.  

In the words of sixth grade teacher, Mrs. Gray, “This is truly 
a remarkable class; for these are 21 bright and curious 
students who have shared so much together over the 
years: laughter and tears, friendships and disagreements, 
successes and disappointments. Many have grown closer 
together from these experiences and will find parting from 
their classmates and leaving the security of Wilson difficult, 
but they are ready to take the next step in their lives.”

The next step for this graduating class includes 
matriculation to secondary schools in the St. Louis area, 
including:

Chaminade College Preparatory School
Crossroads College Preparatory School
John Burroughs School
MICDS
Visitation Academy
Whitfield School

S
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Portrait of 
a Wilson Graduate

The Wilson School graduate is curious, asks 
questions, thinks critically, makes meaning of 
his or her world, and genuinely enjoys learning. 
The graduate has discovered his or her own 
academic potential in an advanced curriculum 
and feels comfortable taking risks to continue to 
grow in learning.

The Wilson School graduate is comfortable in 
a creative, collaborative environment where 
he or she can apply a rich variety of artistic, 
musical, linguistic, dramatic and technological 
experiences. He or she has the confidence and 
humility to make mistakes and presents him/
herself with a sense of humor.

The Wilson School graduate demonstrates 
poise, confidence, and responsibility for their 
personal and physical well-being. He or she 
is mindful of him/herself and the world around 
them. 

The Wilson School graduate embraces multiple 
perspectives, seeks truth, and leads with 
kindness.  He or she carries with them a high 
regard for the value and breadth of differences, 
a willingness to see common threads that run 
through all our lives and a strong sense of 
personal identity.

The Wilson School graduate consistently 
demonstrates empathy, helpfulness, 
and good citizenship. A graduate lives the 
school motto, Make Your Mark a Good One, 
in daily interactions with peers, family and the 
community.

This statement was composed collaboratively by 
The Wilson School faculty and staff in 2015. 
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CLASS OF 2016 THROUGH THE YEARS
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Wilson’s Class of 2010 is Off to College!

e congratulate students from the class of 2010 
who will be attending the following colleges:

Baldwin Wallace University

Bates College

Bennington College

Butler University

Case Western Reserve University

Dayton University

George Washington University

Indiana University

Pennsylvania State University

Saint Louis University

Sam Houston State University

South East Missouri State University

University of Colorado Boulder

University of Richmond

Xavier University of Louisiana 

W

THE WILSON CLASS OF 2010 , THEN...

...AND NOW


