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Disney Special Effects Artist Visits Wilson! 
 

 
   The mission of a visiting artist is to educate, offer 
experience, and foster understanding and appreciation 
of an art form through lectures, symposiums and 
workshops.  This spring, the Excellence ProgramĴs 
commitment to offer Wilson unique and engaging 
academic experiences supported WilsonĴs first artist-
in-residence, Marlon West.       
    Marlon West, a St. Louis native, is a Disney Special 
Effects Supervisor and has worked on every feature 
animated film since joining Disney in 1993 as an 
animator on The Lion King.  More recently, he served as 
Special Effects Supervisor on The Princess Frog and is 
currently supervising the effects on Winnie the Pooh.   
   During the first day of his two day residence, West 
shared his influences, anecdotes of his career, and 
insights into the process of special effects animation.  
Soon after, students (PK-JK and SK-2nd) were able to 

experience the tireless attention to detail as West 
guided WilsonĴs students through the development of 
original storyboards.     
    On WestĴs second day, he worked with 3rd-6th grade 
on the creation of flipbook animation.  West met with 
each grade and demonstrated the steps of hand-drawn 
animation.  Students compared hand-drawn animation 
with computer animation, and eventually created their 
own animations with notepad flipbooks.   
  As a visiting artist, Marlon West was able to leave a 
lasting impression on all of Wilson School.  Not only 
was it exciting to experience such a great artist, but it 
gave Wilson students an opportunity to learn about life 
as a professional artist.        
    

 
Above Left:  Marlon West working with Wilson JK students.  Above 
Right: Mr. West advises a 1st grader on his storyboard. 



Rebecca Donaldson wins 2010 
Wilson Excellence Award 

 

 

   Rebecca Donaldson was honored at WilsonĴs Annual 
Board of Trustees Meeting with the 2010 Excellence 
Award. Ms. Donaldson was selected for meeting the 
award criteria: successful creation of a new program; 
innovation in teaching techniques or support programs; 
taking a leadership role, instrumental to significant 
success. She was chosen for her successful instruction 
of music composition.  Through Ms. DonaldsonĴs 
program, every sixth grader composes an original 
instrumental piece and their performance is recorded. 

Congratulations, Rebecca! 
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