


After meeting with the faculty for a noteworthy 
professional development experience, Georgia met 
with every Wilson student during whole-class, small 
group, and one-on-one breakout sessions.  With her 
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students to read, understand, brainstorm, write, and 
present poetry.   From our youngest students writing 
a poem together to our oldest students who discussed 
deep meaning and imagery within a poem, every 
student had the opportunity to experience poetry in 
a new way. It was an inspiring experience for Wilson. 
One JK student even proclaimed, “Now I am a poet!”

When not working directly with Wilson students, 
Georgia spent time in small groups with our faculty.  
As an educator herself, Georgia is experienced in 
the application of poetry in the classroom. Together, 
teachers discussed the use of poetry across the 
curriculum.  From math and science to language arts 
and social studies, our teachers discovered new and 
interesting ways to use poetry in their classroom.

Visiting Author: Poet Georgia Heard
The Excellence Program has allowed Wilson School 
to establish school-wide programs in the humanities. 
Two highlights are the Visiting Author and Artist-
in-Residence.  Each year, every student has the 
opportunity to work hands-on with renowned 
authors and artists from across the country.  Visitors 
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computer animation, sculpture, poetry, and children’s 
literature.  This program gives Wilson students the 
opportunity to view themselves as authors and artists, 
and see how a creative passion can turn into a lifelong 
pursuit or career.

Sharing poems with SK

Reading to �nd deeper meaning in poetry

said Hal & Catherine Faught, grandparents of two Wilson alums and the founders  

of The Wilson School’ s Excellence Program. In the fall of 2006, Hal & Catherine  

established the Excellence Program, a dollar-for-dollar matching fund that supports:  

professional development for our faculty, additions to our library, and innovative  

programming for our students — including an exclusive writing partnership with 

Washington University. Through the generosity of the Faughts, Wilson parents,  

grandparents, alums, and friends, the Excellence Program sets The Wilson School 

apart from all other independent elementary schools in Saint Louis.  

To make a tax-deductible gift to the Excellence Program, contact our Development Of� ce at 314.725.4999 or cgeorgen@wilsonschool.com

This year, Wilson was honored to spend two days 
with poet and educator Georgia Heard.  Georgia’s 
belief is that all children have poetry inside. Before  
they can truly become poets, children have to  learn  
to  appreciate and love poetry. Georgia spent her 
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own life. In the seasons, baseball, baby sisters, or the 
stars, students were able to take what may seem like 
ordinary moments and turn them into poems to be 
shared with everyone.


